Eicosanoids and asthma: an update.
There have been significant advances in our understanding of the role of eicosanoids as mediators in inflammation since their discovery over 50 years ago. Our more recent understanding of asthma as an inflammatory disease has led to the appreciation of eicosanoids potentially being pivotal mediators in promoting some of the changes in asthma. Of particular importance are the cysteinyl LTs in producing bronchospasm and bronchial hyperresponsivenss, and PGE2 in modulating the bronchospastic and inflammatory response. Evidence from clinical studies suggests that other eicosanoids may also contribute, but their importance is secondary and their relative contributions vary between individuals. The development of new drugs based on our partial understanding of the role that eicosanoid mediators may play in asthma promises new approaches to the treatment of this common chronic inflammatory condition.